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THE MINERS' STRIKE.

CONFLICTING STATEMENTS AS TO
ITS PROGRESS.

——

The Success of the Movement Depending
f Upon the Action of the West Virginia
Miners—Talk of Boycotting West Vire
[’'ginia Coal If the Miners There Do Not
EStrike—Injunctions Against Interference

With Men at Work

Pittsburg, July 26.—Miners’ Officials
Dolan and Warner have assured the
sheriff that the strikers had no inten-
tion of marching on the mines of the
New York and Cleveland Gas Coal
Company. Preesident Dolan said it was
not intended to lese the sympathy of
the public by any ill-advised display of
force. “At the meeting on Thursday,”
said he, “we want no crowd from other
points. We want only our speakers
and De Armitt’s men there and it is
my opinicn that this plan will be sue-
cegsful. If we get a good meeting, I
think we can show to the public and
to the miners that De Armitt's men
still have manhood enough left in them
to come under our standard and join
the strike. We have told the sheriff
that our intentions are peaceable and
he believes us. We, therefore, will not
be interfered with by him or his
deputies.”

A body of 1,000 miners, carrying heavy
clubs marched to the Shannon mine at
Oak station where about 400 men were
working and prevailed upon them to
ton.¢ out. There was no disorder.

Senatoy Hanna was in the city today, |
In spezling of the efforts to settle the
strike by arbitration he said: *“I am
in favor of any plan that will better the

condition of the men; that is the main
point of the situation. That their

dition needs betterment every boa,
knows. I will give my hearty support
and co-operation to any movement
Jooking toward that end. Present
methods are in many respects inade-

quate, [Tnifomity is lacking and that
is something I have always advocated.”

Spring Valley, 1Ills., July 26.—The
mirers in this distriet are all out and
remain quiet, but firm. At Marquette,
C. J. Deviin has ordered his superin-
tendent to give out rations to the min-
ers until the end of the strike. Delvin
also says that he is in sympathy with
the miners and would be glad to see
them win,

Indianapolis, July 26.—Commissioner
Connor and Terhune appointed by
Governor Mount to visit the Indiana
coal flelds and report on the condition
of the miners, submitted their conclu-
sionsg today. They find that about
8,000 miners and families will need as-
gistance if the present conditions con-
tinue., The governor has decided to is-
sue an appeal suggesting some kind of
a reasonable relief for the striking
miners and their families,

Wheeling, W. Va., July 26.—Eugene
V. Debs made his appearane in Wheel-
ing this afternoon and was met by a
large crowd at the rallroad station. To-
night he addressed a mass meeting in
the central part of the city. The ef-
forts to secure the public building
square for the meeting. failed and the
meeting took place a square away. In
speaking of the situation in the Fair-
mont coal fields, Debs said he felt en-
couraged. A number of men joined the
strikers there on Sunday and others
are expected to follow. He says the ef-
forts of the organizers would have
been more successful, but for the fact
that the operators, as he claims, pre-
vented their men from attending the
meetings,  Practical slavery, he says,
exists in the Fairmont mining region.
“Although the press may report the
miners as living under favorable con-
ditions in the Fairmont region,” said
Debs, “1 have collected data from
farmers, miners and storekeepers
which shows that the mining compa-

nies cheat their employes in the mines,
at the scales and in the company store.
The intimidation practiced by the op-

crators has prevented many f{rom
joining the strike, but we are hopeful
of ultimate success in West Virginia.”

Fairmont, . Va., July 26.—A meet-
ing was announced for tonight at New
England, but none was held because

only twenty-three miners had gath-
ered.
Today the Monongahela Coal Com-

pany, Senator J. N. Camden’s plant,
and ex-Governor Fleming's plant, got
an injunction before the circuit court,
restraining Eugene V. Debs and others,
from interfering with their mine. The

gn:hers" take in Mahon, Rea, Crosslet,

iller and over 100 miners, and none
of these can now hold mieetings on the
company's grounds or on the roads
leading there, and cannot interfere
with the men in any way. Intimida-
tion and threats are mentioned and
miners cannot now loaf around the
grounds. This seems to have put an
end to the strike here, With all the
leaders at Wheeling the men say there
is nothing ieft for them to do but to
go to work. Fully 100 men took this

step at Monongahela today, which,
with eighty men imported from the
Connellsville region, makes 180 men

at work there. The injunction issued
today has not as yvet been served and
the operators think this step will be
unnecessary. It is said many miners
want to go back to work, and that
step will be taken tomorrow,
Wheeling, W. Va., July 26.—Though
the strike leaders gathered here for to-
morrow’'s coenference deny the reports
that the efforts for a general strike in
the Fairmont region are a failure, the

coal that is coming to Wheeling from
Fairmont on the Baltimore and Ohio

I sent west and to the lakes by the |

ve codl carrying roads centering
here, shows that the output at Fair-
mont is increasing., The shipments to-
day and Sunday have been larger than
for any day during the past weck. To-
dav the B simore and Ohio sent about |
100 cars west and {ifty or seventy-five
CArs Were sent north on the two oth-
{ roads, So fan, there has beéeen no
a-!i' rence with the passage of . the
coal trains in the eastern Ohio districd,
The indicaticons are that tomorrow's |
conferencs labor leaders, made up of !
the executive officers of the various
organizations red undger
Amerd 1 Federation of Labor will be |
largely attended. There is some dif- |
ference of opirion as to the result of |
the coniercncee.

Debe ard Mahen tonight clamm that

the published reports of the strike be-
ing a failure at Fairmont are incor-
rect. Debs savs he js in possession of
reliable advices to the effect that the
sirikers loday received heavy acces-
sions. 1f the efforts of the agitators in
West Virginia have really been a fail-
, it is believed that the railroad
'onductors, firemen and brakemen

: will be asked to refuse to handle West

Virginia coal. There is some talk of a
strike, but this
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ing even partial favor. A boycott of
West Virginia coal, in the event that
the miners of this state decline to join
the strike, will be discussed at the con-
ference tOmMoOrrow,

Pittsburg, July 26.—This afternoon
Rufus ¥. Crawford, owner of the Bu-
nola mines, went into court and secur-
ed a preliminary injunction restrain-
ing the miners' officials and strikers
from interfering with the employes or
congregating about the mines. The
hearing was set for Saturday. Presi-
dent Dolan said the miners’ officials
would not attempt to fight the injunc-
tion. They were not hunting trouble,
he said, and would not deliberately vio-
late the law.

The sheriff of Westmoereland county
has been called on for deputies to pro-
tect the miners at the Rostraver mines
at Webster. The Webster company
proposes to start with non-union min-
ers tomorrow or Wednesday.

Charleston, W. Va., July 26.—The in-
dications are that the c¢oal miners’
strike in the southern part of the state
is practically over. There are now only
about 400 men out in the Kanawha
field, about 150 out in the New River
field and possibly 500 in the Norfolk
and western field. The strike organi-
zers have abandoned these three coal
flelds and are leaving for other parts.

Cincinnati, July 26,—A special to The
Commercial Tribune from Clarksburg,
W. Va., says: The miners held a
meeting at the depot here and organ-
ized a union of United Mine Workers
of America, Over 200 men attended
and signed the agreement. Guards
were put out and newspaper men were
not allowed to attend. The meeting
was secret, but from what could be
learned it was agreed that all men
should be governed by the action of
the meeting of representatives at
Wheeling tomorrow., All the men are
organjzed and ready to go out, and if,
at Wheeling Tuesday the word is
given, they will go.

T. M. Jackson, president of the Pin-
nickinnick mines, said today his men
received from $20 to $#28 per week and
‘hat no trouble was feared. Mahon
and Rea will be here Wednesday and
from present indications all the men
will be out by that time. If they do
not come out, a boycott will be de-
clared and. any using West Virginia
coal anywhere in the United States
will be boycotted by all labor organi-
zations. Mr. Mahon says they have the
help of all excent Chief Arthur and
that he will be brought to time. The
meeting at Wheeling will settle the
matter and if West Virginia does not
g0 out, the miners predict that coal
from this state will be not worth ten
cents a ton as no union man will work
where it is used.

Fairmont, W. Va., 26.—The strike in
this district which Ratchford predict-
ed would be general today has proven
a flat failure. After days of vigorous
efforts by Debs, Mahon, Coslett, Mil-
ler and Ratchford, culminating Sunday
with mass meetings in many bplaces
the miners at Fairmont remainunshak-
en. All agree that this was the criti-
cal day. It was agreed that if there
was no strike Monday, efforts would
cease and an appeal be made to the
railroad men to stop hauling coal. A
canvass of the situation shows that
the New England, Gaston, Montana,
West Fairmont, Briar Hill and Watson
miners with 1,000 men, are all working
today.

Wheeling, W. Va., July 26.—The la-
bor leaders gathering for tomorrow’s
conference, late tonight claim that 4,000
of the 6,000 miners in the Fairmont
and Monongahela valley are idle; that
5,000 of the 10,000 men in the fields
along the Norfolk and Western road
along the southern end of the state
have quit and unconfirmed advices
state that a large proportion of the
7,000 men in the Great Kanawha re-
gion are idle tonight. Debs, Mahon,
Rea and the other leaders feel greatly
encouraged.

RHEUMATISM CURED.

After eminent physicians and all
other known remedies fail, Botanlic
Blood Balm (B. B. B.) will quickly
cure. Thousands of testimonials at-
test this fact. No case of Rheumatism
can stand before its magic healing
power. Send stamp for book of par-
ticulars. It contains evidence that will
convince you that B. B. B. is the best
cure for all Blood and Skin Diceases
ever discovered. Beware of substi-
tutes said to be “just as good.” $1.00
per large bottle.

A NOTED JOURNALIST CURED
AND TESTIFIES.

I was afflicted for three years with
rheumatism of the ankle and joints to
such an extent that locomotion was
difficult, and I suffered great pain. I
was induced to try a bottle of B. B. B.
and before I had completed the second
bottle I experienced relief, and four
bottles effected an entire cure. Six
months have passed since the swell-
ing and pain disappeared, and I will
state that B. B. B. has effected a per-
manent cure, for which I am very
grateful.
W. G. WHIDBY, Atlanta Ga.
For sale by Druggists.

Inconsistencies in the Tariff Bill.

Washington, July 26.—The treasury
officials already have discovered a
number of inconsistencies in the new
tariff act, some of them, it is feared,
being incapable of reconciliation. It is

pointed out that section 262 places the
duty on plums at 25 cents per bushel
and section 264 fixes the rate at 2 cents
per pound. An error in these para-
graphs as to currants was corrected in
conference. Another section fixes the
rate of duty on hides of cattle at 15
per cent. ad valorem and admits raw
skins free. The question involved is
in the classification of calf skins, it be-
ing conterded thai commercially calf
skins ave not ¢lassed as hides of cattle
«nd hence are entitled to free entry,
which is believed to be contrary to the
purpose of congress. Attentien is also
| calied to the fact that the provision as
i to the licenses for customs brokers was

{ by inadvertence, it is believed, left out
| of the act. Circulars are in preparation
| construing a number of the sections of
| the act. Persons entering this country
| are permitied ander certain restrictions

to bLring with them duty f{ree “usuai

and reasonable furniture.” This is In-
| terpreted to mean such furniture as

s 9 .
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ns in thelr condi-

Something 1o Know

It may be worth something to know
that the veryv best medicine for re-
gtoring the tired owt nervous system to
a healthy vigor is Electric Bitters.
This medicine is purely vegetable, acts
by giving tone to the nerve centres in
the stomach, gently stimulates the
Liver and Kidneys, and aids these or-
gans in throwing off impurities in the
blood. Eleectric Bitters improves the
appetite, aids digestion, and is pro-
nounced by those who haye tried it as
the very best blood purifie:
ronic. 1] N B ’

TROOPS FOR ALASKA.

AN ARMY POST TO BE ESTAB-
LISHED IN THAT TERRITORY.

The Request for Troops Made by Business
Men of fhat Country — The President
and Secretary Aiger, After Consultation,
Declde to Send the Troeps—The FPost te
be Established OverTweo Thousand Miles
Up the Yukon River}

Washington, July 26.—The secretary of
war Is considering a proposition that Lhas
been made to establish a military post
in Alaska. At present the government
has no troaps in that vast territory, and,
in view of the heavy immigration now
going on and the poseible danger to life
and property from lawless characters, he
has been urged to create an Alaskan
military post. The commercial interests
of the territory are at the bottom of the
movement and have requested that a cam-~
pany of infantry and a gatling gun brig-
ade be located at a post to be christened
“Fort Alger,”” near the boundary line,
about 250 miles west of the Klondyke and
2,200 miles above the mouth of the Yukon
river. This body of troops is asked for to
support the eivil authorities in the ad-
ministration of law and for the protection
of vested rights.

It was suggested that the troops be
marched over the Dyea overland route to
the post, which will be erected for the
government’'s use if desired, but this will
be impossible in view of the fact that
the British law, like our own, would
not permit the passage of foreign troops
over British territory without special per-
mission. Therefore, the troops will be

carried up tHe Yukon in a steamer, if the
government consents to establish the
post.

There is some doubt of the power of the
president to establish a post as proposed
without congressional authorization, and
that aspect of the question has been
brought to the attention of the attorney
general for an opinion.An early decision
must be reached if troops are to be sent
to the new post this season.

Meanwhile volunteers for service in
Alaska are already coming forward. This
morning Secretary Alger received a tele-
gram from Captain W. R. Abererombie,
of the Second infantry, dated at Fort
Harrison, Montana, tendering his servi-
ces with sixty picked men of his regiment
for duty in Alaska and expressing a de-
sire to report personaily to Secretary
Alger,

The president and Secretary Alger have
decided to detail an army officer and a
company of soldiers from the regular
army for service in Alaska. The matter
is not yet in very definite shape, but de-
tails will be arranged as soon as possible
in order that the soldiers may get into the
vicinity of the gold country before naviga-
tion closes on the Yukon river. They will
be sent to their destination via the Yukon
river route, and the offer of one of the
shipping companies on the Pacific to
transport the men and their baggage and
stores probably will be accepted. The ex-
act location of the camp or post has not
yet been determined on, but it is expected
to be at Circle City. An army officer now
in the field, and who has had experience
in such matters has been invited ta take
charge of the company, and an answer is
expected from him very soon. The detail
of the men who will go will be made
from one of the posts in the west; but
just which one is not yet finally settled
an. The officials are anxious to locate the
soldiers in the gold country as soon as
possible, and if it can be arranged they
will be sent on the steamer sailing early
in August.

‘RAILWAY ASSESSMENT.

The Railway Commission Increases the
Valuation of Most ef the Railways of the
State—Telegraph Rates Reduced.

(Special to The Messenger.)

Raleigh, N. C., July 26.—The railway
commission returned here today and
gave out an official statement as to the
new valuations of railways per mile.
These are as follows:

Atlantic Coast Line divisions—Peters-
burg railway $13,000, an increase of
$3,000; Wilmington, Columbia and Au-
gusta, $10,500, an increase of $1,500;
Wilmington and Weldon $11,500, an in-
crease of $1,500; Norfolk and Carolina
$12,000, an incerase of $2,000; Tarboro
$12,000, an increase of $3,500; Wilson
and Fayetteville $12,000, an increase of
$2,000. S

Southern railway divisions—Atlanta
and Charlotte $12,000, an increase of
$2,000; Piedmont $13,000, an increase of
$3,000; North Carolina railway, Greens-
boro to Charlotte, $13,000, an increase of
$2,000! Western North Carolina, $9,000
from Asheville to Paint Rock, and
$8,500 from Salisbury to Asheville, each
being an increase of $500.

Seaboard Air Line divisions—Caroli-
na Central, Hamlet to Monroe, $10,000,
an increase of $500; Georgia, Carolina
and Northern, $9,500, an increase of
$500; Raleigh and Gaston $11,500, an
increase of $1,500; Raleigh and Augus-
ta $11,000, an increase of $1,000; Sea-
board and Roanoke $13,000, an increase
of $3,000.

Of miscellaneous roads, the Norfolk
and Southern is $13,000, an increase of
$3,000, while the Atlantic and North
Carolina and Atlantic and Danville are
made $4,500, a decrease of $500. All
other lines remc’ o= they were last
vear.

The valuation of the Southern’s roil-
ing stock is increased $710.000.

The increase over last year is $2,832,-
000, This includes an increase of $190,-
000 on Western Union Telegraph, and
£109,000 on Pullman Car Company. The
increase in valuation of steamboat and
canzl companies makes the total in-
crease about $£3,000,000,

The commission

fixes July 2lst as
the date for hearing exceptions te these
valuations. It fixes 153 cents [or ten
word day message from point to point
in the state over the Western Union
line and 20 cents over other lines, the
joint rate on two or more lines 30 cents,

The rate for each additional word is
1 cent. The Western Union wiil appeal
from the decision as to rates.

The commission after closing irs
work of assessing inspected the Aur-
phy branch of the Western North Car-
olina railway. It accepts an invitation
to attend tomorrow the county officers’

convention at Morehead City.
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. THE NEW TARIFF BILL.

The Secretary of the 1reasury Decides the
Bill Covers all Imports of the Day on
Which it was Ratified—The Amount In-
vulved an fmmense Sum.

Washington, July 26.—The secretary
of the treasury holds that the new
tariff’ act was in effect at the begin-
ning of the day on which it received
the approval of the president and,
therefore, became operative after mid-
night of Friday, July 23rd. Assistant
Secretary Howell today sent the fol-
lowing telegram to collectors of cus-
toms: “The department holds that the
new tariffl law covers and includes all
customs business of July 24th.” Later
in the day a formal circular of instruc-
tions, covering more fully the depart-
ment views on the subject was printed

and mailed to all custom officials.

The opinion of the attorney general
has not been requested on the mat-
ter, the department holding that the
question is of sufficient Imporiance 1o
justify them In taking it to the courts
for final determination, independent of
what the views of the law officers of
the government might be as to the
merits of the case.

Senator Allison was at the treasury
department today and in the course of
a'conversation on the subject said that
in his opinion there was no reasonable
doubt that the act covered all of the
day on which it became a law. This
also ig the view of all the prominent
officials of the treasury department,
including the collectors of customs at
New York and several of the leading
ports of the country.

Sufficient data upon which to base a
close estimate of the amount of duties
involved has not been received, but it
is stated roughly that it probably will
be between $100,000 and $200,000. The
internal revenue department will prob-
ably save even a greater amount by
the new ruling than the customs
branch of the service. During the five
days from Tuesday, July 20th, to and
including Saturday, July 24th, the na-
tional revenue stamp agencies sold ap-
proximately $5,181,800 on beer stamps
alone and of this amount it is estima-
ted that not more than one third or $1.-
727,266 reached their destination before
the act went into effect. The saving
to the government on these sales is ex-

pected to aggregate not less than
$183,000.
Commissioner Forman today tele-

graphed all stamp agents to settle only
on the basis of the increased rate of
7% cents per barrel and it is expect-
ed that these instructions will apply
to all cases where the stamps were
not actually affixed to the packages
before the new rate became operative.

No figures as to the amount of cig-
arette stamps disposed .of have yet
been received, but it is believed that
the sales have been abnormally large,
as the rate of tax on cigarettes, speak-
ing generally, was increased 100 per
cent. or from 50 cents per 1,000 to $1.00,
the inducements to tobacco manufac-
turers to lay in a large supply were
even greater than in the case of the
brewers.

M’KINLEY AND QUEEN LIL.

The Ex-Queen Calls at the White House
and has an Interview With the President.
Uffice Seekers Crowd the Executive Mans
sion.

Washington, July 26.—There was a
great crowd at the White house today,
larger than has been seen since the
early days of the administration. It
was ‘‘the charge of the forlorn bri-
gade,” as one of the officials put it, the
last attempt of the office-seekers to get
a word with the president before he
leaves Washington for weeks. Then
there were a number of senators and
representatives who called to say fare-
well to the president, prominent among
these being Speaker Reed.

Julius Palmer, of ex-Queen Liliouka-

lani’s suite, accompanied by her cham-
berlain, Joseph Heleluli, also called and
left some papers with one of the offi-
cials for delivery to the president. The
papers presented by Mr, Heleluli were
memorials from the three great pa-
triotic societies of Hawaii and, while
they were not made public, it is under-
stood that the memorialists represent-
ed themselves as being opposed to any
policy that touched the queen’s sover-
eignty.

Later in the day Lilioukalani herself
had a short interview with the presi-
dent. She arrived in town this morn-
ing and, finding that the president’s
regular public reception occurred this
afternoon, she entered a carriage with
Mr. and Mrs. Heleluli and Mr. Palmer
and was driven to the White house.
Their cards were sent up and they
were requested to wait at one end of
the East room,apart from the crowd of
callers. This they did, the queen being
seated. The president requested that
gshe wait until he had shaken hands
with the public and then he had a short
talk with her, saying that he regretted
the condition of Mrs. McKinley's
health alone prevented her from meet-
ing Liloukalani. The latter is comfort-
ly quartered at the Ebbitt, and the
length of her stay has not been deter-
mined.

On the Race Track

New 7Tork, July 26.—There was plen-
ty of « .citement at the Aqueduct
track ! day in the first place, on ac-
count . the differences with the man-
agement. The layvers ©f odds belonging

to the Metropolitan Turf{ Association
refused to go on, and thirty-one who
were on the “dead line” at the other
tracks took their places. Then in the

fourth race there was a bad start
which was hooted and hissed by the
spectators,

Cincinnati, July 26.—Little Land, a

bay gelding, 4 vears, by Little Minich-
Jennie MeFarland, wass ordered
scratcheéd out of the second race today

at Oakley because his owner, Henry
Varwig, could nol properly identify
him
i (Cleveland, July 26 —The grand cir-
I cuil races opensgd here this afternoon

with a large crowd in attendance, The
weather was just right for fast time
and the track was in szplendid condi-
tion, a light rain sufficient to lay the
dust having fallen during the forencon.
It was not a good day for the favor-
(s, only one of them winning as the
habitues of the pool rooms had pre-

dicied they would.

A Woman Sentenced to the Rock Pile
Danville, TIl., July 26.—Sex" distinc-
tion was wiped out in the police court

Tibbs—*She is not only a fine look- | by Magistrate Timmons, of this city,
‘a "- : _".q.'.__L __ '\' - 4“".‘"\"’"‘3‘-’55-% . -. = “'ﬂ‘ i .’?'. lerly woma 4 !—-¢
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PAYING GASEH FOR G00DS.

MORE MERCHANTS THAN EVER
DBUYING )N THIS I'LAN.

The War Between Resideats of Soulhern
Pines and the Country People - Ashesille
Aroused Over the Ramor that Mrs. Cocle
was Mardered —Her Remains Exhumed.
Amother Homicide In Wake Couaty.

Durham’s Mayor Challenged.
Messenger Bureau, Park Hotel
Raleigh, N. C., Jualy 2%

Commercial travelers report that
more merchants in this state are pay-

ing cash for their purchases than ever
before. This is perhaps largely due to
the repeal of the law forbidding pre-
ferences in assignments. The mer-
chanis who supply the country and
small town dealers do not like a pref-
erence law.

The suit of Dr. W. R. Wood. Dr.
Spruill and Mr. Peter E. Smith against
the government for the use of their
patent electric-lighted buoy is for
$600,000,

The people around Southern Pines,
known as the “natives,” are making
things so unpieasant for the residents
of that town, nearly all New England-
ers, in regard to the stock law, that
some of the townspeople wish to sell
out and leave. A North Carolinian
Just from Southern Pines says this is
the state of affairs and that the coun-
try people, angry because the town has
a stock law, have threatened to burn
buildings. He furher says that none

of the “patives” have come forward
and assured the townspeople that they
deplored the occurrences. The town
has a perfect right, of course, to have
a stock law.

It is expected that the tobacco sales
here this season will be larger than in
several years. Last season about 1,250,-
000 pounds of leaf were £o0ld in the two
warehouses. The leaf trade here has
not been encouraged by capital.

The shipment of Delaware grapes
from the vineyards here began today,
twelve days later than last season,
Good prices are expected as no Dela-
wares were on the northern markets so
late as the 23rd.

Another homicide occurred near For-
estville last night. Tom Dunn, colored,
shot Will Kelly, also colored. They
had words. EKelly was the aggressor,
He stooped to pick up a stone, when
Dunn fired the bullet striking Kelly in
the abdomen. Dunn fled. The general
opinion appears to be that it was jus-
tifiable homicide. ‘

Persons just arrived from Asheville
report that great excitement prevails
there owing to rumors that Mrs. W. J.
Cocke, wife of the mayor, did not com-
mit suicide but was murdered. Her
body was exhumed Saturday. There
was $20,000 insurance on her life,

The Governor's Guard returned yes-
terday from a week's vigit to the Ten-
nessee exposition.

Quite a number of sheriffs and other
county officers passed here today on
their way to Morehead City- to attend
the county officers convention or insti-
tute.

The windstorms of Friday and Satur-
day nights appear to have done little
or no damage to crops.

There is quite a stir in Stanley coun-
ty by reason of last week’'s gold dis-
coveries.

Durham has a sensation. The may-
or, Moses McCown, is challenged by a
farmer, Joe Shiels, to fight a duel
Shields claims he was insulted by Mec-
Cown, who was a character witness
against him in a trial. Of course May-
or McCown pays no attention to the
challenge.

The survey of the Moresville and
Mocksville shortcut of the Southern
railway is completed. This road will
certainly be bhuilt.

The crop of melons is exceptionally
large and fine this year. Raleigh is
the largest retail melon market in the
state.

The revenue collector of this district
is directed to allow no cigarettes to be
removed until new stamps are put upon
them. The tax is now $1 per thousand.
It used to be 50 cents. It is understood
that goods already stamped can be
sold. New stamps are expected by
July Z8th. Orders for them were sent
today. It appears that a new grade
of cigarr “vill be made. The all-tobac-
co cige-  ‘es are now classed as cigars
and 1 s the same tax as cigarettes.
It is supposed that they will require
new stamps. Cigars weighing owver
three pounds per 1,000 pay $3 per 1,000,
and those under that weight pay §J,
which includes the heretofore all-tobac-
co cigarettes. This change appears to
be in the interest of the American To-
bacco Company. Rival companies had
put on the market the cigarettes 20 for
5 eents. The American Tobacco Com-
pany followed suit. The tax has been
1 cent per package. Now it will be 2
cents. This will about cut out any
profit and will probably withdraw the
20 for 5 cents from the market.

Tomorrow the commissioner of agri-
culture again goes to Washington to
get the cattle quarantine line moved

North Carolina railways can get some
haul of fat cattle to market. As it is
thev are driven om foot into Virginia
and _as the commissioner says ‘‘thus
Virginia gets credit for North Carolina
fat cattle as well as for our choice to-
bacco,”

Verdict of the Coronum'’s Jury us to Death
of Mrs. Cocke

Charlotte, N. C., July 26.—A special

fromm Asheville to The Observer, gays:

Inquiry into the death of Mrs. Minanle

Appointments by the Governor.
to The Messénger.)
Raleigh, N. C., July 26.—The governor
appoints Assistant State Geologist H.
C. B. Nitze, who is now in Europe, 1o
represent North Carolina at the inter-
national geological congress at St
Petersburg, Russia, in August.
The governor appeints as delegates
to the gulf and inter-state transporta-
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as far east as North Wilkesboro, so the

kins, R. J. Regnoids, |

times all over body, and mno ienu
can describe the burning and itching X
had to endure.

“The extest of my sufferings can be
a iated whea I state that my con-
dition was such that I could not take
my bed, and for three months I never
h{d down, but was compelled to sit in
my chair when not around. I
was treated by the best physicians
with no success, and tried all the patent
medicines recommended for Eczema,
without any results. I then went
to the Indiana Mnd baths, with the same
results, and theam to Mt. Clements, the

J
Florida, thinking that a change of cli-
mate and water and the citron fruit
might cure me, but found no cure.
+%] then tried S.S.S.and after three days

the burning asd itching subsided, and
I continued to improve steadily until I
was well i cured. er come-
mencing S. S. 8. I never an exter-

or any part

nal npﬂdm' to my lim

of my . Yeou may refer to me

person “‘H‘_' from Bezema. [ will
always kmﬂc&&& in my house,
for 1 consider it the best blood medicine

‘Turnip.~ Seed-

ﬁm AND RETAIL =9
Crop 1897.

BUISTS AND LANDRETHS.

ALL VARIETIES.

L. Cocke, wife of ex-Mavor W. J.

Cocke, was cencluded today., 1'hrsi-

cians testlifiled to the nature of th=e |
wounds, the range of the bLullet 1 ]
the condition of Mrs, Cocke for a

time before hor saicide, and numerous
i witnesses {dentified two notes left by

hier as belng in her handwriting, while

ithers testified ths AMr. and Mre.

cke cre devoted to each other. In
3 it the *ury found that Mrs.
Cocke ook her ogwn 1ife and removed
all grounds for suspicion of foul deal- o

| COUNTILY MERCHANTS and TRUCK.
I'T:s WILL SAVE MONEY BY BUYING
Fj:f)n > < : - a

ROBERT R. BELLAMY
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